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if I must see the gentleman, I may have the freedom to take or refuse; if not, there is no need to see him ; I may be given by contract, and married by proxy, as the great people (fools, I should say) do, as well as by treaty.
Fa. Well, well, I an't a going to give you, nor to sell you ; if you won't have him, you may let him alone.
Da. That's all I desire, sir; with this addition only, viz., that my father will not be displeased or disobliged, whether I take or leave.
Fa. I can't promise you that, indeed, daughter.
Da. Then I beg of you, sir, I may never see him at all.
Fa. Very well; then it shall be so ; you shall never see him at all: I find you are all alike ; you may look out for yourselves, if you will: but, it may be, I may'nt like your choosing any more than you like mine.
(He rises up in a passion, and goes away, but comes in again presently.)
Fa. I wonder what it is you would all have me do in such a case as this : here is a match proposed to your sister; how she has treated me, you know: now I have a proposal to you, where the grand objection is removed : what can you desire of a father?
Da. Sir, I desire only, that if you think fit to discourse such things as these with us, we might be able to speak for ourselves without discomposing you ; we have not a mother to stand between, and make our objections, and to hear our reasons.
(She weeps, and that moves him, especially speak-ing of her mother?)
Fa. Well, that's true ; it is my loss, as well as yours: come, let me hear, however, if you have any objection against the person I propose now; tell it me; I'll endeavour not to be warm.